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J MARSHALL—Roofing and Property 

Maintenance, Service and Repairs 

Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing 

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof 

01683 248174 (H) 07588 888553 (M) 

Duncan Drive, Moffat 

Sunday Night Live 

Ecumenical Christian 

Praise & Worship 

Every Sunday at St John’s Church Hall 

EDWARD LAYDEN 

Monumental Masons 

New Memorials, Inscriptions, 

 

 

Renovations & Repair Work 

01387 255060 47 Balmoral Road 

Edwardlayden@hotmail.com Dumfries, DG1 3BE 

The Motor Schools Association of Great Britain 

Paul G. Sharkey 

DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

Pass Plus, Motorway Driving 

Advanced Driving 

Tel: 01683 221738 Mobile: 07740 502469 

THE MOFFAT FOOT CLINIC 

Comprehensive foot care including corn/callous and 

verrucae 

treatment; nail cutting; diabetes assessment and treat-

ment; 

relief from heel pain; gait analysis and orthotics 

(insoles) 

Evening appointments  

and house visits available 

Anne F Bloomer BSc; DPodM; MChS  

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd. 

Proprietor: R. J. Little 

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance 

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 

9DP. 

J&W DONALDSON—BLACKSMITHS 

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG 

TEL. (01683) 220321 

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork 

Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, ser-

vice and repairs 

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire 

Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burn-

 

 

FREE 
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Articles and letters 
The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to cafair-
holm@outlook.com or by post. All communications should bear a name and, if 
possible, a telephone number.  Anonymous contributions will not be accepted. 

 Copyright 

May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you have written 
yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint. 

 Editor 

Hire of church hall 

If you are thinking about hiring the hall in the future  We have a 
new system available for booking the Church Hall. To enquire about 

renting the space, please visit the "Bookings" tab of the church website 
and fill out the enquiry form - the hall convener will get back to you as 
soon as possible. The new "What's On" calendar may also be useful to 
you in seeing what the Hall availability is like on your chosen date/s.  

 
https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        

I would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the Link 

Magazine— Local businesses and of course our regular contributors.  All the 

contributions make for an interesting and varied read.   

Keep safe over winter, have a wonderful Christmas and a wonderful start to the 

New Year.  The Easter edition of the Link is due out in  March,. 

The Editor. 

 

 

For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 

Afternoon Teas, try 

THE RUMBLIN TUM—HIGH STREET MOFFAT 

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pas-

tries, Scones with butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads 

and baked potatoes with a variety of fillings. 

To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies. 

 

 

 

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-

quality ingredients 

Award winning bakers 

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201 

MOFFAT TOFFEE SHOP 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY 

CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD 

PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF  

ROBERT J. CURRIE 

Blacksmith and Agricultural Engineer 

Electric and Mobile Welding 

Burnside Smithy, Station Road  

Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU. 

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600 

Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895 

Ironmongery • Wrought Iron Work (Gates and Rails) • 

RJC 

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat 

The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide 

(Guiness Book of Records) 

Family run 

Real ales 

Sunday roast 

1st class accommodation 

Homemade food served all day 

The small hotel with the BIG welcome  

www.famousstarhotel.co.uk Tel:01683 220156 

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES 

Unit 9, Holm Estate Ballplay Road  

Moffat DG10 9JU 

The professional, caring, 

dignified service 

A. H. BORTHWICK 

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 

9RA 

Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 

663841 

email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com 

Sylvia Crosby—physio2UMoffat 

Would you like to have physiotherapy in the comfort of your own home?  I am fully trained and experienced in all 

aspects of general physiotherapy, including orthopaedics, neurological rehabilitation and falls prevention, as well as 

being specially trained in acupuncture, Pilates and T;ar chi’ 

Text/phone: 07768 488279 

Email:physio2UMoffat@gmail.com 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org/bookings
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of the richest nations in the world to tackle world pollution, deforestation 
and global warming.  Taken in that context, our efforts at KJ are less than 
a drop in the ocean. Our impact on global issues is so small it almost begs 
the question “Why bother?”. Perhaps the same question may even be 
asked about our efforts in terms of mission and aid. We are a very small 
church with limited resources- what difference do we really make?   

Thankfully I was reminded of the gospel story of the feeding of the 5000. 
Regardless of your own interpretation of the detail and the meaning of the 
story, the narrative begins with an act of naïve kindness from one wee lad 
who offered to share his lunch. It didn’t occur to him that what he had was 
a drop in the ocean compared to the scale of the problem. The point is that 
it was what he had to offer.  

God hasn’t given KJ the resources to sort out the carbon footprints of Chi-
na or the USA. But He has given us all we need to reduce the environmen-
tal impact of our wee church. And that’s all He asks of us at this moment. 
So, if I may paraphrase the other Oasis, let’s roll with that….   

Andy Shuttle-
worth 

 

 

ST ANDREW’S PARISH 
CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO12236) 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        

MINISTER 

Rev. Elsie Macrae 

                      

Elsie.Macrae@churchofscotland.org.uk 

OFFICE BEARERS 

  Session Clerk: Donald Walker 

  Treasurer: Mrs Anne Sanders 

Dear friends, 

What a year, but I start by thanking everyone. We are still affected by covid but 

there have been some good things we can celebrate as we are slowly opening al-

lowing families to meet to celebrate missed birthdays, anniversaries, and all other 

reasons to celebrate the precious times we want to spend together. 

As people of God, we are also called to give back as we thank God for His faith-

fulness through these challenging times. ‘Each of you should give what you have 

decided in your heart to, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver, 2 Corinthians 9:7’. We heard of the crisis of Afghanistan, and we 

gave when called. We celebrated Harvest service with different produce that all 

three parishes collected and delivered to First Base, Dumfries. We celebrated the 

Moffat walking weekend and home bakes came in large numbers.  St Andrews 

church is also taking part in the backpack project and more information can be 

found on the website, as well as providing a place to sleep for COP 26. The whole 

of October is a giving month as we celebrate what God has done in our lives and if 

you feel called, please contact the relevant treasurers to see how you can make a 

donation towards the work of the church. All Church of Scotland congregations 

are being encouraged to participate in a National Giving Day during September or 

October giving everyone an opportunity to reflect on God's presence with us 

through these challenging times and to offer gifts of thanksgiving back to God. All 

money received through this initiative will remain with our congregations who 

will choose how to best use these gifts. Indeed, we should give from a spirit of 

love, and we are reminded that we should give to God first, not from our leftovers 

Proverbs 3:9.         …..cont 
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There is the global climate change conference taking place in Glasgow from 31st 

October – 12th November and we are called to take a moment and really reflect 

on the environmental impact we are causing. The Earth was created with all its 

glorious abundance, but we have stripped most of the natural resources. We 

might not see some of the effects but there are nations around the world that are 

currently being impacted, people that are working hard to produce the very pro-

duce we enjoy frozen or tinned and yet they are struggling to fend for themselves 

as climate changes are causing famine. Let us stand together in the coming 

months to reflect on how we can change the way we lead our own lives to help 

reduce the impact. 

December is round the corner and we are still wondering what this year will look 

like but let us be assured that God is still with us. Only God can take the unprom-

ising circumstances of life, whether they are within his will or not, and weave 

then into good. We are all going through different and changing situations and as 

the year is coming to an end can I encourage you to read the book of Ruth. 

As the words of the song say ‘We are God's people, the chosen of the Lord, born 

of His Spirit, established by His Word; our cornerstone is Christ alone, and strong 

in Him we stand, O let us live transparently and walk heart to heart and hand in 

hand. Indeed, let us now learn how to return the gift of love once given- let us 

share with each other the joy and care we are called to’. 

Yours in Christ, 

Elsie Macrae 

 

 

Oasis, Environment and Two Small Fishes 

More years ago than I care to remember, in our last church, we decided to 
set up a praise band. After a couple of rehearsals the point came when we 
decided that we should give the band a name. After about ten minutes of 
nothingness, someone suggested we should look around the church and 
take the name of some object or writing we spotted. So, after a quick look 
about I came up with what I thought was a great name for a band- 
‘Oasis’- only to be told that some outfit from Manchester had already tak-
en it. 

The fact that I spotted some Oasis, the ubiquitous base for so many great 
floral arrangements, in our church is no surprise. Over my lifetime the 
Church of Scotland alone must have used hundreds if not thousands of 
tons of the green spongy material. And, by default, we must have binned 
just about the same amount. What I wasn’t aware of is that Oasis is a by-
product of the petrochemical industry and that fine powder which comes 
off and onto your hands when it is dry is a collection of plastic micro-
particles, the same micro-particles which we have become aware of over 
the years as a serious risk to our marine environment. It is because of this 
that the call is now being made to stop using Oasis for flower arrange-
ments in our churches and other places.  

I first found out about this impact on the environment when listening to 
the BBC radio programme ‘Sunday’. Our session clerk, Mary Brown, 
was listening to the same broadcast and, while I found the programme 
interesting, Mary decided to raise the issue at our next session meeting 
resulting in our decision not to use Oasis at KJ for any further services. A 
typical reaction from Mrs Brown, with actions speaking louder than 
words. 

However, this then gave us another problem- while locally grown flowers 
in a vase provide everything we need, how do we replicate the lovely ar-
rangements our team at KJ provide every Sunday. Enter our great friend 
Jeff Brown, who happened to be taking the service on the Sunday our de-
cision was announced. Jeff shared with us tales of when, as a small boy, 
he collected moss for his mother who was a florist. She would then use 
wire to form wreaths and other shapes around the moss in order to create 
the bases for floral displays (and our Jeff got thruppence per wreath for 
his efforts!!). Armed with this knowledge we are now equipped to make 
environmentally friendly floral displays in KJ. 

Flushed with success at how all this had worked out, my gas was put at 
something of a peep later that same day when I watched the news about 
the plans (or lack of them) …../cont 
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Christmas is a time for joy, a time for loving, a time for being a good neigh-
bour and friend, a time for making sure that your friend and neighbour is 
not lonely, A time to help the hungry. A time to be a friend. There seems a 
magic in the very name of Christmas, 
 
In contrast hear what Dickens Scrooge has to say. 
 
“What's Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills without money: A 
time for finding your self a year older, but not an hour richer. 
If I could work my will every idiot who goes about with Merry Christmas 
on his lips should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a stake 
of holly through his heart. 
 
Our inevitable custom.... everybody sits down with us on Christmas Eve, as 
you see them now- servants and all; and here we wait until the clock strikes 
12, to usher Christmas in, and beguile the time with forfeits and old stories”  
Mr. Wardle. 
 
“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year, 
I will live in the Past, the Present, and the future. 
          Scrooge. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
David Boncey 

 

 

Minister- Rev Elsie Macrae 

07512186317/ 01683225146  

Samaritans. Tel. 01387 253555  

DRI.  Hosp.  01387 246246 Dr’s Surgery Moffat  01683 220062 

Citizens advice  01387 252456 Dumfries  Council. 030 3333 3000  

Social Work Dept. 01387 273660 Criminal Social justice 0303 333 3001 

Dentist’s surgery  01683 220753 Chemist Moffat. 01683 220024 

Town Hall     01683 221102 Food train. 01556 288427 

Alcoholics Anonymous 03301 596 494  Women's Aid. 07710 152772 

Childline 0800 1111  Health Visitors  01576 205531 
 

School Nurses  07795 291296   

Local support services  

St. Andrews hall activities 

to book a space on one of the following courses please contact 
Ally Kirkwood— 01683 478149 

Monday- 6-8pm Pilate 

Tuesday- 10-11am Tai chi 

Tue - 4-5 D&G Youth 

Wednesday- 7-9pm Yoga 

Every 2nd Wed 10-12am Drop- in 

 Thursday- 10-11am Easiearobics 

Friday - 10-12am Mother and Toddle group 

tel:07512186317
tel:01387%20253555
tel:01387%20246246
tel:01387%20252456
tel:030%203333%203000
tel:01387%20273660
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddumfries%2Band%2Bgalloway%2Bsocial%2Bwork%2Bcontact%2Bnumber%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8%26hl%3Den-gb%26client%3Dsafari%23&data=04%7C01%7C%7C05e2c07e81da4c9b97cc0
tel:01556%20288427
tel:03301%20596%20494
tel:07710%20152772
tel:0800%201111
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St. Andrews has moved into the technology world!  If you wish to give a dona-

tion all you have to do is use your phone to scan the QR code on this poster!  

You will find the poster displayed in the church.  The scan to give is not a re-

placement for regular congregational envelopes or standing orders but for adhoc 

giving, perhaps in response to a particular event or a retiring collection for in-

stance. 

 

 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 
 
How far is it to Bethlehem? 
Not very far. 
Shall we find the stable room 
Lit by a star? 
 
Can we see the little child? 
Is He within? 
If we lift the wooden latch, 
May we go in? 
 
May we stroke the creatures there- 
Ox, ass, or sheep? 
May we peep like them and see 
Jesus asleep? 
 
If we touch his tiny hand, 
Will He awake? 
Will He know we've come so far 
Just for Jesus sake? 
 
Great kings have precious gifts, 
And we have naught; 
Little smiles and little tears 
Are all we brought. 
 
For all weary children 
Mary must weep; 
Here, on His bed of straw, 
Sleep children, sleep. 
 
God, in His mother's arms, 
Babes in the byre, 
Sleep, as they sleep who find 
Their hearts desire. 
    Francis Chesterton 
 
Here's wishing everybody from Kirkpatrick Juxta a happy and peaceful 
Christmas with all of Gods blessings. 
 
Thelma and David 
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Flower rota Winter/Spring 2022 

January 2nd          Mrs Walker 
January 9th           Mrs F Patterson 
January 16th         Mrs M Murray 
January 23rd         Mrs J. Printer 

 February 6th     Mr  & Mrs Lockerbie 
February 13th   Mrs E Reid 
February 20th   Mrs M Brown 
February 27th 

March 6th - 
March 13th - 
March 20th            Mrs T Boncey 
March 27th            Elders 

  
April 3rd            Mrs McWham 
April 10th - 
April 17th           Mrs Christine      
                        Borthwick – EASTER 
April 24th          Mrs M Porteous 

 
Why do bells of Christmas ring? 

Why do little children sing? 
 

Once a lovely shining star, 
Seen by Shepherds from afar, 
Gently moved until its light 

Made a manger's cradle bright. 
 

There a darling baby lay, 
Pillowed soft upon the hay, 

And its mother sung and smiled: 
“This is Christ, the Holy Child!” 

 
Therefore bells for Christmas ring, 

Therefore little children sing. 
      Eugene Field 

A Song 

 

 

Greg was our 18-year-old son, who in 2017 was planning a career 

in Film and TV media and was studying at Edinburgh College. 

Sadly, not long after starting he was found dead at the college cam-

pus, where he was staying. It was suspected that he was a victim of 

Drink Spiking, although Police Scotland have never charged any-

one for it, due to lack of evidence. That has devastated my wife and I’s lives, as 

losing our son under such circumstances was so hard. Greg was heavily involved 

in sport, especially Speedway, Boxing and Keep Fit. After his death my wife and 

I decided to start a Charity in his name, to highlight the dangers of Drink Spiking.  

Drink Spiking is a dangerous and growing trend not just in Scotland but around 

the world. Too often it is regarded as a prank and not pursued by the prosecution 

services to its fullest.  A National newspaper recently reported a 150% increase in 

spiking since 2015.  

We have been raising funds and have produced 20,000 Drink Spiking flyers, 

15,000 protective bottle lids, 200 protective glass lids and 10,000 beer mats for 

distribution around Universities, Colleges, Nightclubs and Pubs to raise a greater 

awareness. We’ve attended schools and colleges to explain to youngsters the dan-

gers of spiking and how to protect themselves better. Greg’s death has attracted 

media attention with Newspapers, Radio and Television all reporting on our cam-

paign.  

We are looking to make the offence of Drink Spiking more serious and have had 

meetings with Police Scotland and the Scottish Government. We want people to 

look upon this in the same way as they do Drinking and Driving, to realise it’s 

not just a prank. If there’s no punishment, then there’s no deterrent. It can happen 

to any age or sex and it’s not just alcohol that can be spiked, Greg was drinking 

COKE!. Drink Spiking DESTROYS lives, some victims are sexually assaulted, 

some are robbed and sadly some pay the ultimate price and lose their life.  

For further information there is a Facebook page, Spike Aware UK.   We thank 

you for taking the time to read this.                                 Colin & Mandy Mackie 

Spike Aware UK has been chosen for the next round of the Co-op Local Commu-
nity Fund.   The funding round will start Sunday on 24 October 2021 and will run 
for 12 months until 22 October 2022. During this time, Co-op Members will be able 
to select us as their cause.  

https://co-operate.coop.co.uk/groups/spike-aware-uk/ 

This would be a great way of bringing in additional funding to support our cam-
paign.  
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Finance Report 

Covid 19 continued to impact on our being able to meet 

for worship earlier this year and it is encouraging that 

with the gradual lifting of restrictions during the year we 

are now able to accommodate all who wish to attend on 

Sunday mornings. 

For the 9 months to the end of September offerings 

through direct givings to the Bank and through Weekly 

Freewill Offerings totalled £29,778 compared to £29,376 

for the same period in 2020. 

The restriction on numbers attending worship has impacted mainly on the open 

plate offerings which at £1,064 for the 9 months to the end of September is simi-

lar to 2020. In 2019 income from this source was £5,417. 

The easing of restrictions has enabled activities to resume in the hall and there has 

been an increase in demand for the use of the hall which will give additional reve-

nue.  Claire Aubrey who organises  the Yoga classes is donating all the funds 

from her classes to the Church and we offer our sincere thanks to Claire and the 

members of the group for this very kind gesture. To date we have received £825. 

 From the series of concerts organised by our organist, Kate Durran, we received 

50% of the donations, £940, from which will be met the cost of tuning and upkeep 

of the grand piano. We also received £254 from the concert organised by Peter 

Dreghorn. The concerts were enjoyed by all attending and the artistes spoke well 

of the church as a venue. We look forward to further concerts in the coming 

months. 

Our expenses this year are within budget and the main fabric cost was the new 

sunroom at Olrig, £3,103, which had been planned for last year. 

A deficit is again forecast this year but at around £5,000 should be considerably 

lower than 2020. 

We have over recent years had members move from open plate givings to Weekly 

Freewill Offerings or to direct payment to the Bank which has been beneficial to 

our cash flow. If there are any members who would wish to move to either of 

these forms of giving, please contact either our Treasurer, Mrs Anne Sanders Tel 

222850 or myself Tel 221164.       …/cont 

 

 

FLOWERS 

At the Session Meeting last month, it was agreed that as a Church we 
should do all we can to implement policies to help Climate Change wher-
ever possible. Two small steps were agreed: 

l. Flower arrangement should no longer contain Oasis Foam. Oasis Form 
does not degrade and ends up in our waterways and affects our fist and 
other water creatures. 

2. Wherever possible flowers should be locally sourced i.e. not shop 
bought but home grown. Small pot plant could be used as they last longer 
and can be propagated locally. 

Arrangements can be of foliage, dried or artificial flowers. When it is your 
turn on the Rota I will contact you and we can discuss what your prefer-
ences are. I hope we can work through this together, your ideas will be 
welcome. 

Mary Brown 
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KIRKPATRICK JUXTA PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO05701) 

   OFFICE BEARERS 

Kirk session: Mr David Boncey, Mrs Mary Brown, Mr Graham Gardiner and Mr 
Andy Shuttleworth 

Church officer: Mr. Andy Shuttleworth Fabric convener: Mr Andy Shuttleworth  

Christian aid:  Mrs Thelma Boncey Organist:  Mrs Nancy Anderson 

Flower convener:  Mrs Mary Brown Gift aid:  Vacant 

Life and Work Magazine: Mrs Fay Pat-
erson 

Social/fund-raising committee:  Andrew 
and Jackie Shuttleworth and Mrs Mary 
Brown. 

 World Church representative:   

Minister:  Rev. Elsie Macrae Session Clerk: Mrs Mary Brown                                                      

Treasurer:      Mrs Jackie Shuttleworth 

Christmas wishes to you all, let’s hope this Christmas is one when we can 
celebrate in our Church and in our homes with friend and family. With the 
booster covid jag and flu jag being rolled out, it may be that a more normal 
Christmas will happen (even if we are still having to wear masks…) Our 
Christmas Eve Carol Service is being planned, and we hope and pray that we 
will be able to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ together in our 
Church. 

The Churches Together In Moffat, Beattock, and Wamphray have planned 
the Christmas Services, and these will be advertised in the churches. 

God Bless 
Mary Brown 

 

 

There is also the option to donate online to the Church by going to the Church 

website, https://www.standrewsmoffat.org and clicking the QR Code. This will 

then take you to the donation page. This method of giving is not to replace the 

present ways of giving but for some members it may be the method they would 

wish to use to support the work of the church. 

The Kirk Session would like to thank everyone for their support throughout 2021 

which is greatly appreciated. 

Adam W. Anderson 

As the “Crossreach” contact, I distribute both the Prayer Diary (in January) 

and “Crossreach News” (in January and September). They are usually left in 

the church vestibule for you to help yourselves. 

At this time of the year, the Christmas card and Calendar selection catalogue 

is available. Some of you have already ordered your calendars. I send an or-

der for calendars in advance as, very often, they sell out quickly. If you want 

a calendar (Wall calendar or Appointments type) please let me know as soon 

as you can please. There will be a range of cards to order too. I have a small 

stock of cards to buy each Sunday, in the hall, but ordering early is the best 

policy. 

All profits go to the various social care organisations which are part of the 

Church of Scotland. Read the “Crossreach News” to see the wide range of 

services that benefit from your support. There is a sample of Christmas items 

at the rear and you can order direct if you prefer. 

Hilda Saville 
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 Presbytery changes for Our local churches  

Most of you will be aware that Moffat St Andrews Church belongs to the presby-
tery of Annandale and Eskdale.  The Church Of Scotland works by devolving 
much of its mission and business to presbyteries and   in turn, oversee and support 
the work of individual churches within each presbytery. Every church has the op-
portunity to send a representative elder to be part of their presbytery. This gives 
each church a voice in the development of Gods word and work across the local 
area.  Presbytery elders should report back to their Kirk Sessions regularly. 

This system of many small presbyteries is now struggling because of a lack of 
ministers across Scotland, and also because of shrinking finances.  

At the General Assembly in June 2021 Rev Rosie Frew - Convener of the Faith, 
Nurture Forum reported that the most up to date figures show that in Scotland 
there are- 

700 ministers in post / 151 Locums / 137 Ministry Development staff / 299 vacant 
charges representing 402 congregations / 36 congregations in Guardianship. 

Also 35% of ministers will reach 65 years within the next five years. 

So without a radical plan, she stated, the Church of Scotland will not survive. 

Therefore, the Church of Scotland propose to move, by December 2022 to fewer 
but larger presbyteries which will ensure every church can find support and guid-
ance within a geographical area without requiring so many ministers and support 
workers. 

For us this means that Annandale and Eskdale presbytery will join up with Dum-
fries and Kirkcudbright, Wigtown and Stranraer, Aye, Irvine, Kilmarnock, and 
Ardrossan to form the new South West Scotland presbytery.  

Meanwhile ministers in our local presbytery are working hard, and expecting 
presbyters to also take on a more active roll in order to ensure that we, here in An-
nandale and Eskdale have a strong voice, and take an active roll during this time 
of change and development into the new, larger   presbytery  

In order for this transition to happen It is seen to be key to consult and inform 
congregations through mediums like our church magazine, on-line discussion fo-
rums , face book, zoom meetings , kirk session meetings and informative videos 
for congregations, to help us all discover  new ways of being a missional church.  

Also the future of all ecclesiastical buildings has to be reviewed  so all churches 
are being required to  complete a pro - forma as to their use within their communi-
ties  and projected financial  viability, to ensure there are well equipped spaces in 
the right places  for Gods work to continue.   

 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS—Winter/Easter 2022 

January 2nd 

January 9th 

January 16th 

January 23rd 

January 30th 

Christmas Decorations 

Mary Scott 

Elizabeth Harper 

Gayle Lamont 

Fiona Richardson 

February 6th 

February 13th 

February 20th 

February 27th 

Laura Thomson 

E.J. Wilson 

Margaret Shearer 

Lorna Sloan 

March 2nd 

March 6th 

March 13th 

March 20th 

March 27th 

 

Mary Starkey 

Flora Stewart 

Linda McMinn 

Caroline Dunbar 

April 3rd 

April 10th 

April 17th  

April 24th 

Lynn Scott 

Denise Dempster 

EASTER 

Rosemary Cowan 

Harvest Thanksgiving was celebrat-

ed in Church at the end of Septem-
ber when Jeff Brown led us in wor-

ship. Lots of dried and tinned goods 

donated which will be given to the 
Food Bank. Tea and a welcome 

catch-up followed the service. 



 

30 

 

 

This is a time of change - which can be concerning, but can also offer great op-
portunities for  

renewal, refreshment of ideas and the sharing of expertise to further the word of 
God.   

 Let us pray for Rev Elsie that she is given the strength to guide us all at Wam-
phray, Kirkpatrick  Juxta and St Andrews through the next few turbulant months.   

If you have queries or questions or comments please contact - 

Rev Elsie Macrea Elsie.Macrae@churchofscotland.org.uk 

or myself   lauriemcveigh@gmail.com 

We may not have any answers as yet  but would do our best to find out further 
information for you.   

Laurie McVeigh  (Presbytery Elder) 

St. Andrews Moffat 

Great news!  St. Andrews have been awarded 

a £1000 towards setting up the young folk 

puppet ministry.  We look forward to some 

great performances! 
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We join today, to express our heartfelt thanks to Jeff Brown who has 

stepped down as leader of the Pastoral Care Group. I am delighted to say 

that he will continue to give his invaluable time and support, as part of 

the group, to provide the kind words and practical support every one of 

us needs from time to time.  

“Jesus wept” John 11:35 – these two words are said to be the shortest 

verse in the Bible. Our caring, compassionate Lord had joined friends, 

Martha and Mary as they gathered with other mourners for the burial of Lazarus, brother 

of the two women and dear friend of Jesus himself. We immediately think that Jesus was 

deeply saddened by the loss of His dear friend and He also “felt” for the sisters and other 

close friends. Other scholars remind us that Jesus knew that He was about to raise Laza-

rus from the dead and his tears came from the sadness of knowing that the gathered 

crowd was unable to know or believe that Jesus came to earth as Saviour of all. Believe 

and rejoice! 

We are all called to continue to care and minister to others in many ways. In the words 

of the hymn by Daniel L. Schutt, “I will hold your people in my heart”. 

One of our members, gave up a Saturday morning to receive overwhelming donations in 

aid of the Afghanistan refugee families who have come to live in our region and took 

them to the Dumfries Multicultural Centre. Thanks to all who contributed so generously. 

This group relies on receiving prompt, accurate information about members who have 

become ill, lost loved ones and those about to celebrate significant birthdays and anni-

versaries. We can make contact, provide a listening ear, send cards, give flowers and 

offer comfort and prayers. Please provide information to any one of the group.  

We are: - Rev. Elsie Macrae, Jeff Brown, Adam Anderson, Lawrie McVeigh, Alison 

Kirkwood, Anne Colledge and myself. 

May God bless the work carried out in His name and to His Glory. 

Hilda Saville 

 

 

Martin and Christine joined Wamphray Parish Church earlier this year. They 

were warmly welcomed by everyone. Christine received a bouquet of flowers 

from the Church.  

Future Services: Harvest Thanksgiving Service on Sunday the 26th September 

vases of flowers would be welcome and non-perishable items for the Food Bank 

would be appreciated. Remembrance Service will be held on Sunday 14th No-

vember at 10.55am. Christmas Eve service will be held at 7pm if Government 

Rules allow.  

Maintenance: Thanks are extended to Kenny  

Thomson for Painting the windowsills at the Church. They are looking much 
better.  

The Baptism of Isla Margaret 

Mundell, daughter of Catherine 

and Oliver,  took place in Sep-

tember, Rev. Elsie MacRae con-

ducted the lovely service. 
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WAMPHRAY PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO07536) 

MINISTER 

Rev. Elsie Macrae 

OFFICE BEARERS 

Session Clerk:  Mrs Helen Braid 

Clerk to Congregational Board:   Mrs Linda McMinn 

Treasurer : Mrs Sheila Thomson   

As I look out the window from my home there is definitely a look of Autumn 

around.  We have been fortunate to have had a beautiful summer this year which 

will indeed help us all get through winter whatever comes.  We still have Covid 

around so we are still being very careful.  We are fortunate to be able to go a walk 

and know that you are safe.  

We thank David Johnstone for his involvement with the Link Magazine over the 

years.  David hasn’t had the best of health over the last six months and has been in 

and out of hospital.  David is feeling much better now but feels the time is right to 

stop.  Sandra found the situation difficult as well as she was the only person visit-

ing and couldn’t drive as she was needing two cataract done.  Sandra has had both 

done and been successful she is now able to drive.  Our thoughts and prayers are 

with them at this time.  We also wish George Braid some better news as he contin-

ues with chemotherapy.  We think of Ann his wife and the three girls, Kirsty, Lor-

na and Heather at this time your family are in prayers at this difficult time.  

We were grateful to be able to open the Church up again after Covid with social 

distancing being observed and a one-way system in operation. We have had good 

attendance since we opened. Thanks to our minister Rev Elsie Macrae, Jeff 

Brown, David Boncey, Arthur Milton and Robert McVeigh who help with ser-

vices.  We are grateful!  

Wamphray Parish Church was deeply saddened to learn the sad news off Martin 

Brown’s death.  Martin not only did the service but the music as well.  He was sec-

ond to none with his knowledge of IT skills. Martin always had home baking with 

him on a Sunday as well for our cuppa after the service. We offer our thoughts and 

prayers to Mary  his wife and family at this sad time. A Memorial Service was 

held in Kirkpatrick Juxta Church on 4th September. A lovely service.  

As Covid 19 continues we are not able to have any Fundraising at present. We 

have refreshments after the service on a Sunday.  

 

 

 

We were allowed to re-open the church for Sunday Services on Easter Sunday, with a 

limit of 50 people and covid precautions in practice. Once people got used to the new 

system, with one way entry and exit, the numbers in the congregation have steadily in-

creased, and are now above our former attendance level. With the regular use of the pro-

jector and screen, worship has offered much more variety, and the re-invented “Seekers” 

Sunday club for young people is also becoming more popular. 

We have welcomed two new Elders, Mrs. Fiona McLean and Mr. Arthur Milton to our 

Kirk Session, and note that Blair and Margaret Blacklock have retired from active Elder-

ship. Our sincere thanks go to each of these four people, for past and future dedication 

and service to God and our Church. 

The renovation programme progress has stalled due to the delay in getting Planning Per-

mission and Listed Building Consent. The applications for these were lodged in early July 

and it is mandated to take a maximum of eight weeks to be processed. Fourteen weeks 

later, we are still waiting for what should have been a “rubber stamping exercise”. This 

delay impinges on the whole process, because without these permissions in place, the 

Architect cannot apply for the Building Warrant and prepare the Schedules for Tender. 

Without the actual tender costings in hand, we cannot get the final approval from Presby-

tery and the General Trustees. 

Early indications from Grant bodies, are that grants for Capital expenditure are not easily 

attained at the moment, with the emphasis being on repairs and the support of the contin-

ued functioning  of existing Charities. If we are unable to get major grant support, the 

project will have to be split into phases, with phase one aimed at achieving the new heat-

ing system and the accessible level floor. The necessary, but peripheral, items of further 

insulation, air lock doors, audio/visual equipment, carpets and chairs being left until phase 

two. 

It is hoped that we can pay for phase one from the existing Legacy funding, which we 

have. Phase two will hopefully be financed from fundraising activities from members, 

non- members and by grant applications for smaller, more specific items like seating, 

audio/visual equipment etc. 

It is worthy of note that our Hall is busier than ever before, with so many old and new 

clubs and activities wanting to use the building. Enquiries are also being received for the 

use of the larger church space, the use of which is of course limited by the current seating 

arrangement. The Sunday afternoon concerts have been very successful so far, and it is 

hoped that they will continue to be so. 

As we head towards Christmas, on behalf of the Kirk Session, may I wish you ALL, the 

Lord’s Blessing and a safe, happy time with family and friends. 

Donald Walker 
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November 28th 

Moffat Christmas Lights Festival 

Moffat Town Hall 
Find out more at https://www.facebook.com/MoffatPromotions 
Hog Roast to be enjoyed at the gates to St. Andrews Church 

What's on in Moffat? 

January 30, 2022 2:30 pm - 5:00 pm £10 

Charlotte Rowan & Charlotte Stevenson – Violin & Piano 

Contact: Katharine Suslak 
Tel: 01683 220079 
Email: moffatmusicsoc@gmail.com 
Tickets from: Cara Gael Gifts, 1 Bath Place, High Street, Moffat, Tel. 
01683 221719 
or at the door on the night. All school children may attend FREE of 
charge. 

Moffat Music Society 

A friendly, busy Farmers’ Market in the centre of picturesque Moffat. 
Around 25–30 stalls every month, offering high quality local food and 
drink sold by those who produce it. Up to a third of the stalls sell local 
artisan crafts. Check out our facebook page for up to date information and 
any further revised dates. 

Contact: Sarah Burchell 

Email: sarahburchell@btconnect.com Mob: 07708 101336 

Farmers Market—Moffat Town Hall 

November 21 10:30 am - 3:00 pm 
December 12 10:30 am—3:00 pm 

 

 

https://visitmoffat.co.uk/event/moffat-christmas-lights-festival
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Old Well Theatre 

February 12, 2022 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm 

Moffat Music Society 
Oliveros Ensemble 

Contact: Katharine Suslak 

Tel: 01683 220079 

Email: moffatmusicsoc@gmail.com 

February 18, 2022 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm  
£10 OLD WELL THEATRE 

Tickets from: Cara Gael Gifts, 1 
Bath Place, High Street, Moffat, Tel. 
01683 221719 
or at the door on the night. All 
school children may attend FREE of 
charge. 

Classic Acoustic Rock Show 
Solo live acoustic interpretations of rock and pop classics of the 60’s / 
70’s / 80’s 

Contact: Norma Fears 
Email: norma@oldwelltheatre.co.uk 
Website: www.oldwelltheatre.co.uk 
Also on Facebook and Twitter 
Ticket Office: Cara Gael Gifts 
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November 7th Myrtle Little February 6th Jane Crawford 

November 14th Aileen Hinchcliffe February 13th Sandra Taylor 

November 21st Marie McIntosh February 20th Elieen Benson 

November 28th Christine Cameron February 27th Jessi Ritson 

    

December  Decorating Church 

for Christmas 

March 6th Margaret Buchanan 

2022  March 13th Margaret Blacklock 

January  

Monday 3rd 

Dismantle decoration March 20th Anne Murray 

January 9th Anne Johnstone March 27th Laurie McVeigh 

January 16th Anne Gibbard   

January 23dr Wendy Simpson Please check the Church website for  

January 30th Helen Moors-Poole   

Church Flowers 

All being well! We will be decorating the Church for Christmas on Satur-

day 4th December at 10am.  All are welcome to give a helping hand. 

Very best wishes for the Autumn/Winter season.  Anne Colledge 

 

 

He’s always wanted to see where his uncle played the organ.   He and his wife 
were grateful to have finally seen our wonderful church and indeed the great or-
gan which we are lucky enough to have.   They went home to Paisley happy. 

This amazing story got us thinking.     We are looking forward to adapting St An-
drews to suit modern times, but it is important that we do not forget its history or 
the history of the people who worship, or have worshiped here.     

We’ve decided now is the time to collect the stories of St Andrews both for those 
of us who worship today, but also for those who will worship with us in the fu-
ture. 

Do you have a story to tell?    Do you remember some of our previous ministers, 
organists, elders or indeed our members?   Do you remember St Andrews during 
the war, at the coronation or jubilees?   Perhaps you have happy memories of be-
ing married in the church, having children christened or special services at Christ-
mas or Easter.   Would you tell us your stories in order that we can create a real 
history of St Andrews, the building and its people? 

We have a great story to tell – but we can’t tell it without the help of our church 
and indeed our community.     

We will be able to use your stories on the church website and perhaps create a 
new St Andrews booklet. Our welcomers will be able use the information to in-
form visitors whether on a Sunday or when they are visiting Moffat (hopefully 
next year we will be able to open the church on a regular basis to visitors). 

If you’d like to tell your story either drop an email to the address at the end of this 
article or speak to Alison Kirkwood, Ann Gordon or our session clerk or minister.   
We’d love to hear what you have to say. 

If you’d like to help with pulling our history and stories together also speak to 
any of us, we’d love you to help. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Ann and Alison 

Email:  standrewsmoffat@gmail.com 

mailto:standrewsmoffat@gmail.com
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This autumn concert 
promises to be a spectac-
ular display of pianism 
by the flamboyant musi-
cian Peter Cowdrey, 
well known as compos-
er, conductor, pianist 
and ornithologist. 

A maelstrom of seasonal 
festive connections both 
beautiful and dramatic to 
celebrate and mark the 
season of Halloween, 
All Saints, All Souls and 
Fireworks Night...do 
come along! 

A few weeks ago, as we were cleaning the church, with it being a nice day we left 
the side door open.    A couple came into the rear entrance and asked if they could 
see the church – of course we let them in.     

During conversation we found out that the gentleman’s uncle had been St An-
drew’s organist for over 30 years.    As we spoke to the couple, we learned that the 
organist, who as a result of a childhood accident was blind, travelled weekly from 
Gatehouse of Fleet to play for St Andrew’s.    Some of you may remember this 
gentleman – John Adams.   His nephew had passed through Moffat many times, 
but chose that day to see if the church was open.     

 

 

Areas of responsibility and those in charge 
 
Bookstall   Vacant 

Church cleaning  Mr Donald Walker  220707    

Church flowers Mrs Anne Colledge   220446                   

Coffee mornings Mrs Dorothy Paterson  220299 

Discoverers Mrs Fiona Paton   220164 

Finance convener Mr Adam Anderson  221164    

Free-will offering Mrs Marion Little  220922   

Gift aid Mrs Anne Sanders   222850                               

Guild president Mrs Thelma Boncey     300613                                                             

Hall lets Steve Bogle  https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        

Crèche and junior  Vacant 

church rota   

Keeper of the  Mrs Hilda Saville  221827 

congregational roll            

Life and Work &  Cheryl Fairholm   478367 (cafairholm@outlook.com) 

“The Link”              

Musical director  Ms Kate Durran  220742 

Pastoral care   Mrs Hilda Saville  221827 

Property committee Mr James Paterson  220299 

Session clerk  Mr Donald Walker   220707 

Treasurer  Mrs Anne Sanders  222850  

Toddlers’ group  Mrs Ann Walker  220707   
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Advent Service- 6:30pm Tea, mince pies and prayer 

28th November St John 

5th December- St Lukes Church 

12th December- St Andrews Church 

19th December- Kirkpatrick Juxta- Beattock. 

 

Christian Unity Prayer week 

18-25th January 

23rd January 6:30pm Service 

 

World day of Prayer- 4th March 

 

Lent Services- Venue to be confirmed 

8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th March and 5th April 

 

Walk of witness 15th April 0805am 

Ecumenical Palm Service 6:30pm- 10th April 

A hog roast will be available at the 

church gates on   

November 28th  

as part of the Moffat Christmas Lights 

Festival 

 

 

Glamorous Gifts 

 of 5 Holm Street is one of the towns newer businesses. Not even a year old it 
has brought in a great selection of gifts, wax melts, perfumes and glasswear. It is 
the only official supplier of products from Bomb Cosmetics, soaps, bath bombs, 
shampoos and shower gels. Along with the gifts, it does terrific Balloon displays 
for all kinds of events, and will happily work around your budget. If you need to 
look that little bit special then they can sort that out for you as well. Spray Tan, 
waxing, lash lifts and much more are available. Just call on 01683478092 or 
check out www.glamorous-gifts-moffat.co.uk 
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Seekers 3:16 

The Young Ones have had a great start back to face to face time at Church, as a 
group we decided on a new identity and have moved away from “Junior 
Church” to be known as the Seekers 3:16 group. We seek God’s presence in all 
we do and welcome friends from 3-16 years, older and younger as also wel-
come, but under 3 we look for creche activities and over 16’s are considered 
more as Young Leaders in the group. It’s great to see so many new faces too, all 
having fun together on a Sunday morning. We developed prayer points which 
included the importance of water, electricity, plants, the lonely and hungry, our 
community and their families, but also that the group have their own concerns 
for their future, so please keep our Seekers in your prayers. We loved celebrat-
ing with Sarah on her Baptism Day and hope you all enjoyed our Play and Pup-
pet Show! We hope to have more activities to share with you all in Church in 
the coming months. Here are some photos of our Harvest crafts for the Vestibule 
Arch, we plan to decorate it again for Remembrance Sunday and at Christmas 
when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 

 

The Centre has remained open during the pandemic to serve the 
community; reaching out to the children with disabilities and the 
wider community. The team has tried to provide for the children 
during this time and continues to counsel parents and guardians of 
the children to ensure they are safe during this time. Regular home 
visits, relief food support, Medical care, counseling are some of the 

services being provided for the children. The older children with disabilities usual-
ly come to the Centre and get involved in some of the activities like carpentry. 

The team is also working on several ideas to engage the older children in social 
enterprises established by the Kitega Centre, giving some of them the opportunity 
to be employed. 

Derrick Musoke, our sign language instructor led the local District’s Deaf Commu-
nity Association Organisation with the help of his wife Mable. The Centre has now 
become the home of the deaf community in the region and this is a great opportuni-
ty to serve them.  

Robert ( one of the centre's deaf students) now oversees the poultry project, the 
birds love Robert and they communicate so well, no wonder the egg production has 
increased Robert enjoys his new role which has also provided a task for him during 
this lock down period 

Community Activities: 

The Centre has been present in different communities during the lock downs, sev-
eral community groups affiliated to the Kitega Centre have reached out to the wider 
community, providing relief to those in need, facilitating community initiatives to 
curb the spread of covid19, and key has been spreading hope in the most difficult 
time. 

VICOBA groups have been meeting in small numbers working on several projects, 
some of these have been Inspired by the “Inspire Fund” which was made possible 
by some of the friends of the centre. The Inspire Fund has encouraged community 
members to brainstorm new business ideas and replenish some of the promising 
businesses that have been affected by the pandemic. The raised amount is not suffi-
cient to support all the community groups but it has supported the idea of sustaina-
bility during and after the pandemic.  

In 2020, the centre was privileged to reach out with relief items during the lock 
down and in 2021 we decided to raise an ‘Inspire Fund” to support community 
members. The fund has supported projects like: 

The Elderly women building project, this project was stated at the end of 2019 
by the pioneer vicoba group in Katungulu. Since most of the members are grand-
mothers and have many grandchildren under their care with little support, the 
building projects will raise income which can then help meet some key expenses 
for the members especially in their old age. 

Other community groups have invested in machinery to improve output of some of 
the products provided, rented land for agriculture, poultry and Rabbit farming,  
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Banana Farming among others. The idea of being able to work on something gives 
our members an opportunity to focus on achieving their goals rather than being let 
down by the pandemic. 

The VICOBA maize mill is producing flour for consumption. The pandemic has 
meant reduced production because the main some of the key customers have been 
affected by the lock down. In the last weeks, the mill was able to acquire a Motor-
cycle to help reach sellers of corn and ease transport of the supervisory team to the 
mill. The same Motorcycle also facilitates transport of some of the centre team 
members as they reach out. 

The mill was also able to add a second outlet of Animal feeds on site, this growing 
business is helping farmers in the area access feeds for their animals and birds eas-
ily. A young man with disability is running the sales in this shop. Currently the 
shop has been setup in the mill office temporarily. 

The Mill has also expanded by constructing three addition rooms which are now at 
wall plate level. The rooms will house the Animal feeds shop, an extra space to 
store maize and also provide accommodation for a one worker that will have to 
stay on site. 

The Certification process for the VICOBA Flour by the Government is underway, 
once certified we hope that the flour will be able to reach several markets in the 
country. 

Agriculture Projects 

Farming has been inspired by the partnership between the Centre and AGT – a 
science based company based in Uganda that produces tissue culture banana seed-
lings. These are effective and provide good yields. Group representatives and 
farmers gathered at the centre to launch this project at the centre, the AGT CEO 
donated 600 banana seedlings and over 50 seedling to plant in the demonstration 
garden at the centre. 

Legal Aid: 

The Lawyers at the Centre provide legal aid to the wider community. We have 
been privileged to host a lawyer at the Centre once a week providing legal advice 
and representation. 

Ebenezer Medical Centre: 

The construction was paused at the roofing stage, and this is expected to proceed 
when conditions allow. The hope was to have the medical centre ready at the end 
of 2021, unfortunately this has to be delayed because of the prevailing circum-
stances. The excitement and hope has not been lost in Katungulu, and the team 
continues to seek partnerships that will accelerate the provision of services in this 
Medical Centre. 

 

 

Umoja House: 

The Building project to mark the 20 years of the Kitega Centre has stalled for a 
while, this project is expected to provide more community space at the centre ena-
bling social enterprises like the bakery, tailoring space, sign language unity, Com-
munity Library and a Community Hall for events and gatherings. 

The Kitega Team 

The Team has embarked on internal impact assessment for all the initiatives that 
the Kitega Centre is involved in. The Impact assessments will involve more time 
out in the community and this will be an opportunity to spend time with the Kite-
ga Centre beneficiaries. 

In order to ensure that the team is safe, we are providing all the necessary equip-
ment as directed by the Government and their is an opportunity to have the team 
vaccinated later this month.  

The TUWONE project was setup by the Kitega Centre in partnership with the 
British Association of social workers, thus project has championed sensitisation 
and awareness on key social issues during the pandemic.  

The project is finally coming to an end but leaves so many lessons and relevant 
initiatives that need to continue. 

Thank you for your love and support  

Old Well Theatre Panto Dick Whittington —

November 24th to December 4th   


