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J MARSHALL—Roofing and Property 

Maintenance, Service and Repairs 

Slating-tiling-leadwork-painting-gutters-roofing 

Flat roofs in GRP or felt - from a leak to a new roof 

01683 248174 (H) 07588 888553 (M) 

Duncan Drive, Moffat 

Sunday Night Live 

Ecumenical Christian 

Praise & Worship 

Every Sunday at St John’s Church Hall 

EDWARD LAYDEN 

Monumental Masons 

New Memorials, Inscriptions, 

 

 

Renovations & Repair Work 

01387 255060 47 Balmoral Road 

Edwardlayden@hotmail.com Dumfries, DG1 3BE 

The Motor Schools Association of Great Britain 

Paul G. Sharkey 

DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

Pass Plus, Motorway Driving 

Advanced Driving 

Tel: 01683 221738 Mobile: 07740 502469 

THE MOFFAT FOOT CLINIC 

Comprehensive foot care including corn/callous and 

verrucae 

treatment; nail cutting; diabetes assessment and treat-

ment; 

relief from heel pain; gait analysis and orthotics 

(insoles) 

Evening appointments  

and house visits available 

Anne F Bloomer BSc; DPodM; MChS  

DRUMMOND & MURRAY, Ltd. 

Proprietor: R. J. Little 

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS 

Oil & Gas Installation & Maintenance 

36 Well Street, Moffat, Dumfriesshire. DG10 

9DP. 

J&W DONALDSON—BLACKSMITHS 

CALEDONIAN PLACE, MOFFAT, DG10 9EG 

TEL. (01683) 220321 

Gates, railings and decorative ironwork 

Lawnmowers and garden machinery sales, ser-

vice and repairs 

Lawnmowers, Rotovator and Strimmers for hire 

Ironmongery, Multi Fuel Stoves and Wood Burn-

 

 

FREE 

“THE LINK” 
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Articles and letters 
 

The Link welcomes articles and letters, which can be sent by e-mail to cafair-
holm@outlook.com or by post. All communications should bear a name and, if 
possible, a telephone number.  Anonymous contributions will not be accepted. 

 Copyright 

May I ask you to ensure that any article submitted is either one you have written 
yourself or one that you have had permission to reprint. 

 Editor 

Hire of church hall 

If you are thinking about hiring the hall in the future (when gatherings are 
once again permitted) please send an email to  

 
standrewsmoffat@gmail.com 

 
We currently have a volunteer vacancy of Hall Convenor, which means tak-

ing and managing bookings of the premises.  If you are interested please 
contact Donald Walker (01683 220707) 

I would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the Link 

Magazine—Moffat Academy, Local businesses and of course our regular con-

tributors.  All the contributions make for an interesting and varied read.   

Keep safe over summer and look out for the Autumn edition due in September. 

The Editor. 

 

 

For Freshly Ground Coffee, Snacks, Lunches and 

Afternoon Teas, try 

THE RUMBLIN TUM—HIGH STREET MOFFAT 

We have some very tempting Cream Cakes, Danish Pas-

tries, Scones with butter and jam, toasted teacakes, salads 

and baked potatoes with a variety of fillings. 

To eat in or take away, a large selection of filled rolls, 

sandwiches and hot pies. 

EDW 

 

 

 

Your bakery requirements prepared from the best-

quality ingredients 

Award winning bakers 

6 High Street, Moffat Tel 01683 220201 

MOFFAT TOFFEE SHOP 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

QUALITY CONFECTIONERY 

CHOCOLATES & SHORTBREAD 

PAN DROPS TO SUIT ANY LENGTH OF  

ROBERT J. CURRIE 

Blacksmith and Agricultural 

Engineer 

Electric and Mobile Welding 

Burnside Smithy, Station Road  

Beattock, Moffat DG10 9QU. 

Tel: 01683 300346 Evenings: 01683 300600 

Fax: 01683 300331 Mobile: 07889 282895 

RJC 

The Famous Star Hotel, Moffat 

The world’s narrowest hotel at twenty feet wide 

(Guiness Book of Rec-

ords) 

Family run 

Real ales 

Sunday roast 

1st class accommodation 

Homemade food served all day 

The small hotel with the BIG welcome 

MOFFAT FUNERAL SERVICES 

Unit 9, Holm Estate Ballplay Road  

Moffat DG10 9JU 

The professional, caring, 

dignified service 

A. H. BORTHWICK 

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

16 Beattock Park, Beattock, Moffat DG10 

9RA 

Tel/Fax: 01683 300605 • Mobile: 07885 

663841 

email: alexander.borthwick@btopenworld.com 

www.ahborthwick.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church Guild 

COME AND JOIN US 

We meet in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month between October and March. 

We are a friendly group and enjoy welcoming new members. So join us for an afternoon with prayer, speakers, 

sharing ideas, and tea and friendly chat.  Contact: Thelma 01683 300613 
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listen to sounds that I would normally switch off was actually quite pleasant and cer-

tainly much more engaging than I had imagined. Apparently, the vast majority of us 

stop listening to ‘new’ music from around our mid thirties with most tending to play 

the tunes and types of music with which we are familiar and feel most comfortable. 

Yes, I’ll sit through a performance of something a bit different once in a while, but my 

hand definitely reaches for the dial at the first hint of ‘death metal’, ‘grunge’ or ‘rap’. 

Indeed, when my daughter was completing her music degree she used to tell her fel-

low students in the ‘Composition’ class that she knew when she was getting there with 

a new composition: “I play it to my dad and if he says ‘I can see where you’re going 

with that, but if it came on my wireless I’d turn it off after about six and a half bars’, I 

know I’m on a winner!” 

And so it was that I found myself listening to an interview with a psychologist in the 

middle of some programme on 6 Music. A key point that he was making was the im-

portance of keeping our brains active, particularly as we get older, to help stave off 

debilitating losses of function. Among his top tips was to try to do something every 

week that you’ve never done before, just to get out of your comfort zone. This could 

be something as simple as listening to a different radio station playing the sort of mu-

sic you would normally run a mile from; or taking up a new activity or hobby, even 

just for the day. But the very best ‘brain exercise’ of all he said, is to spend some time 

talking to a complete stranger. Apparently, the impact this has on the brain and the 

necessity of making new internal connections is the mental equivalent of a really de-

manding session in the gym. 

A couple of days later I heard the comedian Jon Richardson saying something not dis-

similar. He now makes an effort to join in friendly conversation with someone whom 

he knows holds radically different opinions to himself, without trying to change their 

mind. His reasoning is that you don’t have to agree with someone to owe it to them to 

try to understand them. It may even strengthen your own beliefs to hear their argu-

ments. But the important point is to listen. 

And it occurs to me that these two types of behaviour are not only reflective of some 

important principles of the Christian life but are also more important than ever in what 

seems like an increasingly divided world. The importance of listening rather than just 

hearing is vital if we are to be able to engage effectively with those in greatest need of 

our help or those who would pose the greatest threat to our way of life. Yes, it takes us 

out of our comfort zone, but then nobody ever did that as effectively as Jesus. 

And who would ever have thought that a better life for me and potentially a better 
world might start just from me listening to ‘Strong Feelings’ by the popular singing 
combo ‘Dry Cleaning’ on the Lauren Laverne show?   

Andy Shuttleworth 

 

 

ST ANDREW’S PARISH 
CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO12236) 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        

MINISTER 

Rev. Elsie Macrae 

 

Elsie.Macrae@churchofscotland.org.uk 

OFFICE BEARERS 

  Session Clerk: Donald Walker 

  Treasurer: Mrs Anne Sanders 

Dear all,  

Wow can you believe that it has been a year since the start of covid and what a 
year it has been. At times exciting as we enjoyed a more relaxed atmosphere and 
some of us took up adventures of discovering our surrounding areas. But, many of 
us also suffered great losses, the death of loved ones, job loss as well as the in-
crease of loneliness as we could not visit those we hold dear. We have seen the 
protests of ‘Black Lives Matter’ and a time where we were left with raw emotions 
as we had to come to terms with racism issues and our paradigm of our societies. 
Then a shocking number of deaths increased, forcing tighter restrictions and 
schools closing once more. We watched on or struggled as our young people 
struggle on to grapple with the issues covid is imposing on families.   

 
We see an increase in mental illness, depression and anxieties with no readily 
available support system available. As we look forward to the coming days we are 
reminded once again f of pitilessness of police on the streets as protesters hold a 
vigil for the safety of women, we are once again as societies forced to ques-
tion what is this world coming to, we are forced to open our eyes and look closely 
at our community lifestyles and wellbeing.  
 
As a society we are again forced to question what our world is coming to, we are 
forced to open our eyes and look closely at our community life-
styles and wellbeing. 
  
On mothering Sunday, the reflection on the bronze snake was shared Numbers 
21:4-8, we have become like the Israelites growing impatient, grumbling 
against God and the politicians, we keep asking why is this happening to us and 
indeed we loathe the restrictions imposed on our carefree lives. In our grumbling 
and complaining are we losing faith, like the Israelites we need to lift our eyes, 
Jesus himself tells Nicodemus ‘Just as those who looked in faith to the serpent in 
the wilderness were healed, so those who look in faith to the lifter up Son of Man 
will have eternal life’.          ……/cont 
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As we approach Easter it is time for us focus our gaze on the cross. You do not 
have to do anything, for Jesus paid it all and as the world is full of pain, hate and 
isolation all we are required to do is look unto Him that died to take our sins in 
faith and He will save us. John 6:37b- The one who comes to me I will certainly 
not cast out.  
 
If you need to speak to anyone about anything please do not hesitate to contact 
our Pastoral number on 07512186317 and one of the team will get back to you.  
 
Stay safe   
Rev. Elsie  

Minister- Rev Elsie Macrae 
07512186317/ 01683225159 

Samaritans. Tel. 01387 253555  

DRI.  Hosp.  01387 246246 Dr’s Surgery Moffat  01683 220062 

Citizens advice  01387 252456 Dumfries  Council. 030 3333 3000  

Social Work Dept. 01387 273660 Criminal Social justice 0303 333 3001 

Dentist’s surgery  01683 220753 Chemist Moffat. 01683 220024 

Town Hall     01683 221102 Food train. 01556 288427 

Alcoholics Anonymous 03301 596 494  Women's Aid. 07710 152772 

Childline 0800 1111  Health Visitors  01576 205531 
 

School Nurses  07795 291296   

Local support services  

 

 

Flower rota Spring/Summer 2021 

April 4   Easter 

April 11 Mrs P McWhan 

April 18  Mrs Christine Borthwick  

April 25 Mrs M Porteous 

 July 4     Mrs E McShannon 

July 11   Mrs M Thorburn 

July 18   Mrs M Brown 

July 25   Mrs S Dalling 

May 2  Mrs M Rogerson 

May 9 - 

May 16 Mr P Newsome 

May 23 Mr & Mrs Shuttleworth 

May 30  Mr D Taylor 

 August 1 Mrs M Rankine 

August 8 Mr & Mrs Lockerbie 

August 15 - 

August 22 Mr & Mrs Seymour 

August 29 - 

June 6  Mrs Terry Saunders 

June13  Mrs J Carlton 

June 20  Mrs L Gibson 

June 27 - 

  

Thanks once again to all of you who donate flowers for our Sunday Services, the 
flowers are always much appreciated both in the Church and also those who re-
ceive them afterwards. 

If you wish to alter any date of name on the Rota please let Me know.  Additional 
names are always welcome. 

With blessing at this Easter Time.  Mary Brown 

WHY A LITTLE OF WHAT YOU DON’T FANCY DOES YOU GOOD… 

Earlier this year I was working for a week in the south of England with my son. We 

were in lockdown conditions, seeing virtually nobody else and spending a fair 

amount of time together in a car. 

It wasn’t long before the perennial question of which radio station we tuned into 

came up. Sadly, I find that these days the old ‘My car, my music’ approach that was 

so effective twenty years ago does not seem to carry its previous weight. And also, 

it wasn’t my car. So that didn’t help. Eventually, I bit the bullet and agreed to listen 

to his choice.  While I wouldn’t go as far as to say I was bowled over by my new 

listening experience,  I would have to admit that being forced to  …/cont 

tel:07512186317
tel:01387%20253555
tel:01387%20246246
tel:01387%20252456
tel:030%203333%203000
tel:01387%20273660
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddumfries%2Band%2Bgalloway%2Bsocial%2Bwork%2Bcontact%2Bnumber%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8%26hl%3Den-gb%26client%3Dsafari%23&data=04%7C01%7C%7C05e2c07e81da4c9b97cc0
tel:01556%20288427
tel:03301%20596%20494
tel:07710%20152772
tel:0800%201111
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THE CRUCIFIXION 

A purple robe, a crown of thorn, 

A reed in his right hand; 

Before the soldiers’ spite and 
scorn 

I see my Saviour stand. 

 

He bears between the Roman 
guard 

The weight of all our woe; 

A stumbling figure bowed and 
scarred 

I see my Saviour go. 

 

Fast to the cross’s spreading span, 

High in the sunlit air, 

All the unnumbered sins of man 

I see my Saviour bear. 

 

He hangs, by whom the world was 
made, 

Beneath the darkened sky; 

The everlasting ransom paid, 

I see my Saviour die. 

 

Timothy Dudley-Smith. 1968 

The Crucifixion is taken from an Easter 
Book by Mary Batchelor  

I learnt this when I was at school 
which was along time ago, but I still 
love it as a poem for Easter. 
 
THE DONKEY 
 
By: G.K. Chesterton. 
 
When fishes flew and forests walked 
And figs grew upon thorn, 
Some moment when the moon was 
blood 
Then surely I was born. 
 
With monstrous head and sickening 
cry 
And ears like errant wings, 
The devil's walking parody 
On all four-footed things. 
 
The tattered outlaw of the earth, 
Of ancient crooked will; 
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am 
dumb, 
I keep my secret still. 
 
Fools! For I also had my hour; 
One far fierce hour and sweet: 
There was a shout about my ears, 
And palms before my feet. 
 
Thelma 

 

 

 
I want to thank all the members who are still doing all they can to help out, in 
the lockdown. 
 
For those of us with computers we can watch the services that all three churches 
have been involved with.  For others there are copies being delivered through 
letterboxes. Thank you. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to tell all those who don't know what we do 
within the Guild.  Fellowship is a group of people who share an interest: that is 
the Guild.  As a National organisation we support three projects in Scotland and 
three abroad, for three years and raise over £100,000 for each project. 
Unfortunately we have not been able to fundraise during these lockdowns. 
 
The projects are Crossreach who are helping to tackle loneliness and isolation. 
The Sailors Society to fund chaplains in every Scottish Port. The Boys Brigade 
in their work with young people. 
 
Abroad we support young farmers in Malawi to lift them out of poverty, rescue 
street children and trafficked women in Pune in India, support teenage mothers 
in Zimbabwe to help build a life for them and their children. 
 
We try to have informative speakers every session and that will include someone 
from each project. Others may come from whatever members are interested in. 
We must not forget time for tea and a chat. 
 
The six projects mentioned finish this year. We haven't had the information 
about the ones for the next three years yet which are supposed to start in Septem-
ber, but we have to wait and see. 
 
To conclude, if anyone is interested in joining us please talk to one of the com-
mittee or members that you know, and look out for posters advertising meetings 
when we can start again.  Oh I nearly forgot the first year is free for new mem-
bers and male members are welcome, though at the moment we only have two. 
 
I hope every body is keeping safe and well. 
God Bless 
Thelma 

Moffat St. Andrew's Guild 
Hello, everybody and a happy Easter to all of you. I hope everyone is 
feeling much better now that we will be able to go to church again, that is 
good news 
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St. Andrews has moved into the technology world!  If you wish to give a dona-

tion all you have to do is use your phone to scan the QR code on this poster!  

You will find the poster displayed in the church.  The scan to give is not a re-

placement for regular congregational envelopes or standing orders but for 

adhoc giving, perhaps in response to a particular event or a retiring collection 

for instance. 

 

 

As I’m writing, I think… Well, once again we are 
in the season of Lent, but what exactly is Lent, 
what does it mean? May I offer an explanation?? 
 
Lent is the six week period leading up to Easter. 
It's one of the most important times of the year for 
many Christians around the world, particularly 
those in the Anglican, Catholic and Orthodox tra-
ditions, it is held at a similar level of importance 

to Advent, (the build up to Christmas.) 
 
Advent is perhaps seen as a celebration and time of anticipation, Whereas Lent is 
seen as a time of solemn observance and preparation for the celebrations of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ at Easter. 
 
It starts on Ash Wednesday until Easter Sunday. Lent has been traditionally known 
for fasting, (Giving something up for Lent). 
 
Because Lent follows the liturgical calender, the exact date that Lent falls on each 
year changes, but always begins on Ash Wednesday which is 46 days (40 fasting 
days and 6 Sundays before Easter. 
 
Ash Wednesday is the day after Shrove Tuesday commonly known as pancake day. 
Elsewhere in the world Shrove Tuesday is known as Mardi Gras (Meaning fat 
Tuesday in French.) 
 
Ash Wednesday gets its name from the traditional blessing of the ashes taken after 
the palm branches have been burnt from previous years palm crosses. 
 
Then we come to Palm Sunday starting Holy week (the last week of Lent) leading 
into Easter.  Everyone remembers Palm Sunday for the triumphant entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem, where we know the locals of the time spread palm branches in front 
of Jesus on a donkey. 
 
Even today Palm crosses made from genuine palm trees are given out to people on 
Palm Sunday in some Churches. 
 
As they entered the tomb they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side and they were alarmed, "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking 
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the 
place where they laid Him. But go, tell His Disciples and Peter, 'That He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see Him, just as I told you.'" St. Mark Ch. 
16: V. 5-7 
 
Have a happy Easter everyone.        David 
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Obituary:  Netta Ramsey 
 
Earlier on in the year Netta left this earth to join the heav-
enly throng, in peace and out of pain.  I first met Netta I 
suppose some thirty five - forty years ago. when Netta 
and her husband  Minister of the Church lived in the Beattock Manse. 
I remember going to the Church for the first time one Christmas and Mr. Ramsey 
said, "I am so glad to see you have come to church at last." I have been ever since. 
 
They both became friends and our friendship stayed even after Mr. Ramsey died. 
Netta was a very loyal Church member coming to Church every Sunday without 
miss, except for sickness or couldn't get a lift. 
 
When I became a Reader in 1990 Netta was a great support and helped me a great 
deal in my early ministry. 
 
I was very sad to hear of her death as were many others Family and friends and is 
missed very much, especially when in Church and you see the pew empty where 
she insisted on sitting.  It was more saddening when we couldn't attend her funer-
al. 
 
Rest in peace Netta 

Blue Service 
 
The annual Blue Service took place on Thursday the 26th of 
November 2020 at 7.30pm.  The service was conducted by the 
Rev Elsie Macrae with music and slides produced by Martin 
Brown. 

 
It was a lovely service.  We were given a wooden tag and pen on arrival and at 
the end we could put the name of someone who had passed away or a message on 
the tag.  The congregation was then invited to take the tag down to the commun-
ion table and hang it on the branch of a little tree and in return, received a knitted 
angel with a light in it.  It was very moving and so well presented.   
 
Thank you Elsie. 

 

 

When attending events/services at St. Andrews please ensure the 

following guidance is followed. 

Christian Aid Week 2021 

2020 of course saw no fund raising for charities, Christian 

Aid included. St. Andrews provided a very generous dona-

tion on our communities behalf to ensure the work of such 

charities as this and the Town Hall trust could continue.  2021 will be different 

and we've had a bit more time to think about how.  There will be a stall selling, 

plants and home baking outside the Town Hall during Christian Aid week (10-

16 May) and there is a Just Giving page set up to enable donations to go direct 

to Christian Aid (just giving are not taking a percentage of the donations).  For 

details of events and Just giving pages please visit the St. Andrews website and 

Facebook pages.  Please stay safe, take care and God bless. 

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        
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Report on the Finances of St Andrew’s Church Moffat for the year 

ended 31 December 2020 

The year 2020 will long be remembered as the year of the Covid 19 pandemic with the 

enormous impact it has had on all aspects of life throughout the world. 

In the context of such huge changes and the fact that the patterns of worship have had 

to alter drastically to reflect the various measures imposed at Government level to re-

strict regular weekly  attendance at Church services  the Church’s finances have 

“weathered the storm” in better shape than we might have anticipated. 

Although weekly Offerings at worship have not been possible- many Members have 

continued to provide financial support by continuing to use (and hand- in) their 

Freewill Offering envelopes. Others have changed to making their offerings by way of 

Banker’s order. 

We are very grateful for their continued faithful support.  

Nonetheless, despite this support our financial results reflect the changed circumstanc-

es of this difficult year.While our Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2020 have 

yet to be independent examined the draft accounts for 2020 show a deficit of £58,014.  

Total income for the year was £273, 291, and total expenditure £ 313,484. These re-

sults reflect in part changes in the Church’s portfolio of investments when the decision 

to appoint Smith & Williamson to manage the Church’s investments was implemented 

so part of this deficit- £40,193 – is attributable to these changes in the composition of 

our investments. When this change is taken into account the deficit for the year be-

comes £17,821 

However, the major change in our income for the year has been the decrease in Offer-

ings from £67,278in 2019 to £51,123 in 2020. In part this deficit is attributable to a 

timing difference in that the receipt from HM Revenue and Customs of the income tax 

repayment on Gift Aid donations so £5421 was received after the year hence the appar-

ent decrease in the amount of the Gift Aid income tax repayments shown in the ac-

counts. 

The income from our investments has decreased but this is attributable to the restruc-

turing of our portfolio and should be a temporary reduction in income although the 

value of the funds invested increased by just over £41,000. Our income from rentals of 

our premises has also decreased as the Church buildings have not been available for 

use. Happily Olrig has continued to provide a full year’s rent of £6,000. 

Our Accounts also reflect our expenditure by way of donations to other charities Chris-

tian Aid of £5000 to compensate for the income lost to them as a result of the house- to 

house collection being cancelled. In addition we made a donation of a similar amount 

to the community via the Moffat Town Hall Trust although this expenditure was, in 

part, reimbursed to the Church by way of a grant and a donation of £500 from Mem-

bers of the congregation  

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

As we have not been able to finalise any forthcoming events, 
please look at, Kirkpatrick Juxta Facebook page any events will be 
posted there. 

More details will be forthcoming as we get them passed to us, but looks like 
good news.   We hope we will get permission to reopen as we had already been 
given permission to open during the Autumn.   More details will be available 
soon. 

Mary  Brown, Session Clerk 

SERVICES DURING LOCKDOWN 

During both Lockdowns the church has been working to find ways for reaching its 
members while unable to use the Church Building.   We started with audio services 
recorded week by week, and paper copies of services, then we moved on to video 
recorded services. 

As the weeks went by and confidence grow recordings of voices and instruments 
were added and photographic views of the countryside.   All of us who have en-
joyed these on Sunday or whatever day we chose in the safety of our own homes, 
owe a big THANK YOU to everyone who has had a hand in the production of 
these recordings.   Thanks to the preachers, the readers, the musicians, both vocal 
and instrumental, and last but not least the technical team, who recorded, edited 
and resourced recorded music.   My person thanks to you all that I could sit cosy 
and warm and feel inspired and uplifted by the message of Christian love and be-
ing, which those leading the service provided. 

My only regret is that not everyone is able to join in this because of access difficul-
ties.   However, we are grateful that paper copies of a weekly service have been 
distributed to those who do not have the technology for view Facebook.    

Looking forward, I sincerely hope that we will all be able to get to see one another 
both at Church and also in the Village, very soon and that this time it will once 
again become normal life. 
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KIRKPATRICK JUXTA PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO05701) 

   OFFICE BEARERS 

Kirk session: Mr David Boncey, Mr Martin Brown, Mrs Mary Brown, Mr Gra-
ham Gardiner and Mr Andy Shuttleworth 

Last year as Advent was approaching our Kirk Session decided to use the Church 
of Scotland Guild’s Knitting Pattern to make Angels to give to our community as 
a sign that the Church, although unable to welcome people in to the building, was 
still alive and caring.   An appeal for knitters was put out in all three churches and 
a wonderful response came back.  Patterns were sent out and oddments of wool 
exchanged.  As I sat knitting I couldn’t imagine the arrival of so many knitted an-
gels of all colours and adornments.   Enough were made to give one to every child 
in Beattock Primary School, (plus teachers) and the Nursery; everyone in Bank-
foot, other community groups as well as members of the congregations both for 
themselves or to give to family or friends.      

I report this, as I want to personally thank every one of the knitters who used their 
craft to bring joy to others by making the little angels.  ‘THANK YOU’, I hope 
that both knitters and those receiving the angels enjoyed them. Each Angel was in 
a sealed bag and had a message, just like the angles in the Christmas Story. 

Here are just some of them. 

 

Church officer: Mr. Andy Shuttleworth Fabric convener:  Mr Martin Brown 

Treasurer:  Mr Martin Brown Organist:  Mrs Nancy Anderson 

Christian aid:  Mrs Thelma Boncey Gift aid:  Mr Martin Brown 

Flower convener:  Mrs Mary Brown Social/fund-raising committee:  Andrew 
and Jackie Shuttleworth, Mr Martin 
Brown and Mrs Mary Brown. 

Life and Work Magazine: Mrs Fay Pat-
erson 

World Church representative:   

Minister:  Rev. Elsie Macrae Session Clerk: Mrs Mary Brown                                                      

Treasurer:       Martin Brown  

Reopening of Church Buildings:  As I type, emails 
are arriving give the news the Places of Worship 
will be allowed to open for communal worship on 
26th March 2021.  This is dependent on the contin-
ued improvement in the Covid-19 statistics.   

 

 

We will continue to look closely at our expenditure but there will be limited oppor-
tunities to affect material savings in 2021. However, our attention now is a focus in 
increasing income and the Poster in the magazine will introduce you to a new meth-
od of giving and guide you through its use. By making online donations available 
through DonationDot.com this may encourage Visitors to the Church to donate in 
an easy-to-use online application which is now up and running and available to eve-
ryone to use. We would emphasise this is not to replace free-will offering enve-
lopes, standing orders or direct debits that are already set up, but is an additional, 
convenient way for any other donations to reach the church. 

 
Adam Anderson             Anne Sanders 

Hello, I'm Mrs Woods and I am the new Headteacher of the 
Beattock and Moffat cluster.  I have been a teacher for over 
twenty years now and I absolutely love my job.  The best part 
is working with young people and sharing in their successes 
and achievements.  It is an absolute privilege to be part of 
such a thriving community with supportive families and in-
spiring young people and I can’t wait to get more involved in 
future events and projects. 
 

In my spare time, I enjoy hill walking, munro climbing and cycling with my 
husband and two teenage daughters.  Being out in the fresh air is energising and 
uplifting - it makes me feel grateful that we have such beautiful countryside to 
share and enjoy. 
 
I am so proud of how our young people have managed throughout this last lock-
down, they have been dedicated to their engagement with remote learning and 
worked hard to be involved with school even though this has been at a distance.  
As we welcome them back into the school building, all have been very respect-
ful of the guidelines in place to keep everyone safe and have remained so posi-
tive throughout.  They are a credit to us all! 

A New Face for Beattock and Moffat Schools 
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SESSION CLERK REPORT 

From 16th August until the latest lockdown in December, we were able to have 

actual church services under strict hygiene and social distancing rules and with 

a maximum of 50 people. This became extremely difficult and troubling to 

have to turn people away at the door, once we had reached the maximum ca-

pacity of 50 persons. This developed into a booking system, where people had 

to reserve a place in advance, but while this helped regulars, it disadvantaged 

visitors, who came in at the last moment. On the positive side, this has forced 

us to use much more technology in the form of zoom meetings, which has al-

lowed everyone to partake from the safety of their own home. Our weekly ser-

vices are being recorded and streamed on the church website. This has been a 

great success and the incorporation of new audio/visual equipment will be part 

of the renovation plan. 

Following on from our financial gift to the Moffat Town Hall Trust last sum-

mer, Elsie brought us the idea of a “Reverse Advent Calendar”, whereby peo-

ple donate gifts of food, toiletries and other essentials to the church, who then 

passed them on in bulk to the Town Hall. This was extremely successful and 

resulted in a total 2300 items with an estimated value in excess of £2000 being 

given to the Town Hall for further distribution at Christmas time.  

We are attempting to repeat this project in the run up to Easter under the head-

ing of “Lent Appeal”. 

On behalf of all the Session, I would like to say a huge “thank you” to all who 

have donated items and helped in any way, to make these schemes the won-

derful success which they have proved to be. 

  The plans for the internal renovation of the church in order to achieve a more 

user friendly, flat, warm, comfortable space which is accessible to all, have 

been approved “in principle” by the Presbytery. Full approval from them and 

the Trustees will be subject to acceptable final tenders  being received. 

As we approach Easter there is hope that we will be allowed to reopen, with 

restrictions, for physical Worship once again.  Let us rejoice in this basic func-

tion of being able to meet, give thanks and praise 

to God and our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son Of God. 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY EASTER 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS—Spring/Summer 2021 

May 2 

May 9 

May 16 

May 23 

May 30 

G. Lamont 

F. Richardson 

L. Thomson 

E. J. Wilson 

M. Shearer 

August 1 

August 8 

August 15 

August 22 

August 29 

H. Braid 

L. Thomson 

D. Dempster 

R. Cowan 

G. Lamont 

June 6 

June 13 

June 20 

June 27 

L. Sloan 

M. Starkey 

F. Stewart 

United Communion 
Moffat  

September 5 

September 12 

September 19 

September 26 

N. Anderson 

A. Braid 

K. Currie 

Harvest 

July 4 

July 11 

July 18 

July 25 

L. McMinn 

C. Dunbar 

L. Scott 

H. Harrison 

 

  

Linnaeus, the Great Botanist, once said that if he had a Conservatory 

containing the right kind of Soil, Moisture, and Temperature, he could 

tell the Time of Day or Night by the Flowers that were Open and those 

that were Closed. 

 

The Lives of each of us may be ordered by the Lord in a Beautiful Way 

for His Glory, if we will only Entrust Him with our Lives. 

 

If we try to Regulate our own Lives, we will have only Mess and Failure. 

Only God, who made our Brains and Hearts, can Successfully Guide them 

to a Profitable End. 
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Deaths 
 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of one of our members.  Willie 
Hogarth died on the 14th of November 2020 of Covid 19.  Willie was born at 
Saughtrees Farm in Wamphray and farmed it, after his father died, and until he 
retired.  His wife Moira was a board member of the church for many years.  They 
have 2 daughters, Jan and Carol.  On retirement, they moved firstly to Boreland 
and then to Powfoot but Moira is still a member of the church in Wamphray and 
attends when she can.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this sad 
time. 

Angela Bryden 
 
We said farewell to Angela Bryden, our deacon, on the 20th 
of December, 2020 when she led the morning service here in 
Wamphray.  She has been a hard working deacon throughout 
her time with presbytery, always willing to help whenever 
possible.  Angela is moving to Lanarkshire where their gain is 
our loss.  Elsie paid tribute to Angela and thanked her for eve-
rything she has done for the parish.  She was presented with a 
small gift and card which read  -  Many blessings as you trav-
el through life's journey.  May you find the joy and happiness 
you deserve.  Good luck Angela from all your friends in 
Wamphray. 

Conclusion 
 
Can I end the Wamphray notes by thanking all who have worked tirelessly to 
ensure the word of God has reached every household in our community.  It can't 
have been easy for those involved but rest assured your efforts have been very 
much appreciated. 
 
We pray that by the time we're writing the Autumn notes, things will be back to 
some sort of normality. 

 

 

Proposed St. Andrew Church Changes—The images below have been cre-

ated to give as real an impression as possible (CGI images).  Kirk Session have 

taken survey results into consideration and have agreed to a plan  that will allow 

the church building to be a multipurpose space to benefit the whole community.   

The Church website has all the details. 

St Andrew’s Church Survey  

Thank you to everyone who took their time to respond to our questionnaire on 

the future of our church. We received 178 responses from both church members 

and the community. The pie charts below represent your views and what chang-

es you would like your church to embrace going forward. 
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Parents and Toddlers 

Due to the ongoing restrictions, there is no date  

set as to when Parents and Toddlers will recommence.   

Please use Facebook to keep abreast of changes. 

Stay Safe.   

Church Flowers 

Here we again, long may it last!  Thank you for all you do to make the 

Church look lovely every week and for the pleasure you give to the recipi-

ents. 

Blessings to you all.        Anne Colledge 

April 11 Margaret Richmond July 4 Jane Crawford 

April 18 Christine Cameron July 11 Anne Gibbard 

April 25 Anne Johnstone July 18 Joan Allan 

May 2 Laurie McVeigh July 25 Jessie Ritson 

May 9 Elizabeth Brown August 1 Sue Walker 

May 16 Esma Smith August 8 Helen Moores-Poole 

May 23 Peggy Gourley August 15 Marie McIntosh 

May 30 Elsie Roberts August 22 Hilda Saville 

June 6 Pat Yeamans August 29 Irene Minto 

June 13 Margaret Buchanan   

June 20 Pamela Booth   

June 27 Sandra Taylor   

 

 

Communion Service 
 
A communion service was held on the 
22nd of November, 2020.  Fortunate-
ly, we managed to have it before the 
second lockdown happened and for 
most, if not all of us, it was our first 
self service communion which was 
great.  The communion service was no 
different than normal but the elements 
were a little strange for us.  Neverthe-
less they served their purpose and it 
was nice that Elsie was in place to 
conduct it. 
 
Christmas 
 
For the first time in 
many years, we were 
unable to have a candle-
lit service in Wamphray 
and so many people may 
not have had the oppor-
tunity to see the church 
decorated for Christmas.  Thanks to 
Helen and Sheila, despite the social 
distancing restrictions, they decorated 
the church as normal and I have in-
cluded a picture in these notes.  Ad-
vent services were held during the sea-
son and each week items of toiletries 
and preserved food were donated by 
the congregation to the food bank.  I 
think it was a great idea which was 
well supported. 

Businesses 
 
Not much happens in Wamphray in 
the way of small businesses apart from 
the farms which seem to battle on re-
gardless of the difficulties they en-
counter.  However our own elder and 
presbytery elder Linda McMinn has 
her own mobile hairdressing business.  
She has been furloughed since Christ-
mas Eve and still has no known date 
to start back.  In her own words "It's 
not easy coping.  I miss working and 
the company.  I also, of course, miss 
the income.  However, I am lucky to 
live in such a nice area with lovely 
neighbours"  Well, we wish Linda a 
quick return to her work soon.  She is 
a stalwart in the village and finds time 
to visit and help those in need when 
she can.   

New Members 
 
During the communion 
service on the 22nd of 
November,2020, 
Christine and Martin 
Dix formally joined 
our church.  They 

moved to Wamphray some time ago 
and have both attended the church 
regularly so it was so nice that they 
should be formally welcomed to the 
church by the minister at the end of 
communion.  No hand shakes unfortu-
nately but plenty of hand clapping. 
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WAMPHRAY PARISH CHURCH 

(Charity registration number: SCO07536) 

MINISTER 

Rev. Elsie Macrae 

OFFICE BEARERS 

Session Clerk:  Mrs Helen Braid 

Clerk to Congregational Board:   Mrs Linda McMinn 

Treasurer : Mrs Sheila Thomson   

It's hard to believe that 12 months ago we were starting a year which not too many 
of us have witnessed in our lifetime.  I say, not too many, because some people 
might remember the war which is the nearest equivalent to the lockdown we have 
experienced.  The lack of being able to visit families and friends, no holidays and 
no travelling unless for essential business etc. 
 
The last 12 months have tested our resolve in many ways and we are grateful to see 
some light at the end of the tunnel now that the vaccination programme is under 
way.  We who have survived are extremely relieved to have come through the pan-
demic unscathed.  However for the over 124,000 who did not make it, we are deep-
ly sorry and wish to pass on our condolences to their families, whoever and where 
ever they are.  Our prayers are with them at this sad time. 
 
When we were writing the Christmas notes we were so happy to have had Elsie 
Macrae inducted as our new minister and with lockdown Mark 1 easing at the time, 
services were being held in our church building, albeit with social distancing and no 
tea or coffee at the end.  We were so looking forward to being able to sit down with 
Elsie and having a good chat, but it was not to be.  Lockdown Mark 2 was intro-
duced and therefore no church meetings, no fund raising events and no church 
board meetings which were all get togethers with tea and lovely home baking at the 
end.  We only hope and pray that we can get things back to some normality shortly. 
 
In the meantime, can we thank Elsie and her readers for the online services they 
have put together.  It can't be easy standing in an empty church in front of a camera 
and performing so brilliantly, as you all do to produce the service.  The hymns, 
readings and harp playing make it all feel real and of course, we can, if we want, 
watch it whilst still in bed! 
 
We are also happy for Elsie that she has finally been able to move into the manse 
and hopefully make a home of it for many years to come. 
 
Now, it wouldn't be right if I didn't mention in the Spring notes, how pleased I am 
to see the snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils pushing their way through the earth's 
crust.  It is a wonderful sight, bringing to an end another winter.  Also watching the 
newborn lambs running around the fields makes you feel so much better. 

 

 

Areas of responsibility and those in charge 
 
Bookstall   Vacant 

Church cleaning  Mr Donald Walker  220707    

Church flowers Mrs Anne Colledge   220446                   

Coffee mornings Mrs Dorothy Paterson  220299 

Discoverers Mrs Fiona Paton   220164 

Finance convener Mr Adam Anderson  221164    

Free-will offering Mrs Marion Little  220922   

Gift aid Mrs Anne Sanders   222850                               

Guild president Mrs Thelma Boncey     300613                                                             

Hall lets Vacant    

Crèche and junior  Vacant 

church rota   

Keeper of the  Mrs Hilda Saville  221827 

congregational roll            

Life and Work &  Cheryl Fairholm   478367 (cafairholm@outlook.com) 

“The Link”              

Musical director  Ms Kate Durran  220742 

Pastoral care   Mr Jeff Brown  220475 

Property committee Mr James Paterson  220299 

Session clerk  Mr Donald Walker   220707 

Treasurer  Mrs Anne Sanders  222850  

Toddlers’ group  Mrs Ann Walker  220707   
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Pastoral Care       Jeff Brown 

Some of the most the most significant moments in Holy Week for me, are those 

that show Jesus caring right to the end of His Life. Not only the sacrificial  act of 

giving His life on the cross but the washing of the disciples’ feet at the Last Sup-

per, the forgiveness He extended to the criminal who hung on a cross beside Him 

and the care He should for His mother and His disciple John when He command-

ed John to look after His mother and His mother to treat John as her son. Always 

caring to the end and in the end giving His life and in so doing teaching us 

through His example how we can put His Love and His Gospel into action.  

The Pastoral Care Group has grown, and we were delighted to welcome our min-

ister Rev. Elsie as part of the team. Her input and the input of our new members 

Laurie McVeigh and Alison Kirkwood has rejuvenated the group and given us a 

fresh impetus to expand our work of  care, not only for the folks in our congrega-

tion but, also for all those in our parish, as part of the mandate of the Church of 

Scotland. 

Building on the superb idea from Rev. Elsie to celebrate Advent by giving we 

decided to replicate this idea in a different form and again collect food for our 

Town Hall Food Bank during Lent The response of the congregation and the 

people in the town has been amazing. Moffat has a long history of giving as 

demonstrated in the weekly coffee mornings in the Town Hall and other events. 

Despite the pandemic it just keeps on GIVING. This is the Gospel in Action writ 

large! 

As part of the ongoing work the group has endeavoured to keep in contact with 

folks by ‘phone. Recently we have sent out 84 Easter cards to folks nominated 

by the Elders and the Minister. Folks who for several reasons need a little extra 

care. We have also sent out cards to several our members families who have lost 

a loved one to remind them that they are in our thoughts and prayers.  We are 

keen to send out cards to folks who are having special birthdays or anniversaries 

or are feeling under the weather or who have just moved into our community. 

We cannot do this without knowing the need. Please feel free to contact me on 

01683 220475. It is always better to be contacted twice than not to be contacted 

and miss someone who needs to know that we care. 

As the church has not been “open” we established a “helpline”. Hopefully, you 

will have read about it in the local press the number is 07512186317. Our minis-

ter will answer the call and either meet the need or put you in contact with a 

member of the team.  Remember we are here for you and we would love to hear 

from you.  God bless, stay safe, stay well, save lives, and keep caring!          

 

 

Colouring in page 
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 The Moffat Perfume Company incorporated on St An-

drew’s Day 2017 and is a boutique perfume company 

based in Moffat. The perfumes are designed in Moffat 

and made to the highest industry standards. They are 

inspired by Scotland and have Gaelic names, Flùr Alba 

and Eilean Alba. Alba means Scotland in Gaelic, Flùr flower and Eilean means Island.  

The website, Facebook and Instagram pages show beautiful pictures and videos of Moffat 

and Scotland to help create the brand.  

Flùr Alba is a sparkling daytime perfume with citrus top notes, a floral middle and san-

dalwood and musk base, Eilean Alba is rich in rose absolute and sandalwood and aims to 

capture the scent of the floral machair on the Scottish Islands. The Moffat Perfume Com-

pany also produces perfume/gift bags made from Harris Tweed and Linton Tweed.  

During lockdown the individual tourist and independent shops where we sell perfume 

have been closed but we have been able to sell online and locally. We have also made our 

first export and are working on a new fragrance. The perfume is available in Chantillie 

House in Moffat and in a wide range of shops throughout Scotland. It is available to buy 

online or phone directly on 07512 255000.  

Board of Trustees       DG10 Resilience Support 

 
Town Hall, Moffat, DG10 9HF      9th March 2021 
 
Dear Session Clerk, 
 
The Chairman and Trustees have asked me to write to thank everyone at St Andrew’s 
Moffat for their extraordinarily generous contributions of food starting well before  
Christmas and continuing through Lent.   The Resilience Group has felt thoroughly sup-
ported by you and is fully appreciative of the empathy and encouragement shown by you 
all.  You have more that met your Duty and that is as high an accolade as we can give 
and to the many volunteers who have come from St Andrew’s to help.  We are so 
touched by what you have done and continue to do, so thank you all! 
 We are still very active in delivering the ‘family’ and ‘individual’ food parcels’ and try-
ing to make what we give as interesting as we can.  We have come to realise the very 
marked need to make food enjoyable for children and the difficulty some parents have in 
meeting the challenge of converting staple ingredients to nutritious and popular meals, 
when the whole family may be stuck indoors.  We even have people contributing specifi-
cally for family pets.   
 It is remarkable that it is nearly a year since this began and there is no doubt that  the 
Town and the post code has changed as a consequence.   With our gratitude to St An-
drew’s and the Parish ,  
 
Yours sincerely 
Angus Sinclair, Secretary to the Board 
 

This is an extract from the letter of 

thanks by the Town Hall Trustees 
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Membership Legion Scotland  

Anyone can become a member of Legion Scotland.  By joining you show your support for 

ex-service people across Scotland whether they completed their service yesterday or as part 

of the Second World War.  You will be helping a caring organisation dedicated to aiding 

veterans to get on with their lives.  You can join Moffat Branch by approaching any Le-

gion Member who will gladly pass on your details to our secretary.  Alternatively you can 

visit the Moffat Branch Website or Facebook page. 

If you don’t have much time to commit to our local branch activities, you can still show 

your support by joining our virtual Headquarters Branch.  People with an interest in motor-

cycles can even join the Riders branch. 

During normal times we hold a monthly coffee morning at the Buccleuch Arms Hotel and 

various events throughout the year, so if you want to come along and have a chat and a 

brew, you are most welcome.   

Legion Scotland are the custodians of Remembrance in Scotland and we hope to return to 

normal service this year to mark the 100 Year Celebrations of the Poppy.  Planning for any 

Legion Scotland event will be kept under review throughout 2021 and if restrictions allow, 

we will revert back to a face-to-face event. 

ANZAC and Gallipoli Day Service 25th April, 2021 - We will mark ANZAC Day with a 

virtual service lead by Legion Scotland, National Padre, Reverend Dr Karen Campbell.  

Full details will be on the Legion Scotland website, it is due to start at 5:45am. 

 

The Poppy Appeal is 100 – Short History 

In June 1921, Field Marshal Earl Haig formed the Royal British Legion 

Scotland (Legion Scotland) as it is now known, by bringing together several 

charities that had been established to assist those returning from the horrors of the First 

World War and residing in Scotland.  Around the same time the Royal British Legion, as it 

is now known, was also formed to assist those returning and living south of the border.   

Earl Haig also established two poppy appeal funds. One was organised and delivered by 

the Royal British Legion in all areas other than Scotland. The second was delivered by the 

Earl Haig Fund Scotland, now commonly known as Poppy Scotland.  Whilst the Scottish 

Poppy Appeal is heavily supported by Legion Scotland with about one third of the annual 

can collection raised by its members; the appeal is owned by Poppy Scotland not Legion 

Scotland. 

Ed Cole 

Moffat Branch Chairman RBL(S)         

Bridge House Moffat - 01683 220558 
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Cairndale Labelling Systems 
 

We are a small family run business in Moffat producing personal-
ised self adhesive labels and printed ribbons. We pride ourselves on 
customer service and many of our new customers come from rec-
ommendations. 

 
The majority of our  customers are small independent retailers throughout the UK - 
gift shop, jewellers, florists, confectioners etc but we are also happy to help indi-
viduals looking for small print runs for wedding favours etc. 
At the beginning of the first lockdown we didn’t have an enquiry or single order 
for the first six weeks but after that our resourceful customers slowly started com-
ing back looking for more labels and ribbons as they set up online shops. It was so 
encouraging, and we were able to help by supplying smaller quantities to help with 
their cash flow through difficult times. 
 
Without a doubt our customers are struggling and I fear we may lose quite a few 
who will not be-able to make it through this last lockdown and would encourage 
everyone to support local businesses wherever possible when they can finally re-
open their doors – they really need you. 
 

Alison Kirkwood 
sales@cairndale.com             www.cairndale.com 

All of us at the Old Well Theatre are longing to see you all again! 

We have a few things lined up and are just keeping our fingers, 
and everything else, crossed that it all goes ahead. 

Saturday, 29th May - The Three Tenors, a film of one of their con-
certs - Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti 

We hope to bring you a one act play and a few little playlets in July.  A spoof Sher-
lock play,  'Holmes and Watson', in October.  A return visit from Chris Bannister , a 
great musician, in August.  And more! 

Do you fancy a go at getting involved yourselves??  Then look out for auditions for 
The Pitmen Painters , a play based on real people.  We will be putting an article in 
the Moffat News.  Contact me at norma@theoldwelltheatre.co.uk if you would like 
to know more. 

mailto:norma@theoldwelltheatre.co.uk
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Working from home 

Covid-19 has had a huge impact on all aspects of our 

lives and here we are almost one year on from the first 

lockdown. Sadly there have been too many who have lost 

family members and friends and others who have lost 

their jobs. All of us have had to make many changes to our daily lives, we have had 

to cope with being isolated from our family and friends, restrictions to our leisure 

activities, home schooling and no hairdressers to name but a few. 

Millions of people are now working from home and what started as a temporary 

measure looks set to remain long term and as with most things, there are positives 

and negatives to this. 

Working as a Physiotherapists in these challenging times, we have seen an increase 

in the number of people asking for help with neck, back and shoulder problems that 

have either started or worsened since they have been working from home. People are 

sometimes having to ‘make do’ with working sat at the kitchen table, on the settee 

and in cramped surroundings. In the short term, this may be ok, but this is no longer a 

short-term problem, people are working at home for months on end and for some, 

they may never go back to an office base as companies change their working ra-

tionale. 

We find many people are aware of finding a good chair to sit on, but they do not al-

ways consider the table, the lighting, footrests etc and often do not spend time adjust-

ing their workstation at home the same way they would in the office. 

The key to being comfortable is good posture and support. BUT, even a good posture 

is bad for you if it is static for too long. We recommend regular changes of position 

and movement to keep away the aches and pains. Every 20 minutes, do some gentle 

movements and stretches and look away from the screen, if you can, stand up and 

walk about when on a phone call. 

Points to consider when working at home 

Is your chair giving you support? Do you have a lumbar support? If possible, 

take your work chair home.  

Are your feet supported? Do you have enough room under the table to move? 

Are you using a laptop? If so, have you got a separate keyboard? Where is your 

mouse? 

Is the screen at the optimum height and distance from you? 

Do you spend a lot of time on the phone? If so, do you have a headset? 

 

 

P5 thoughts on Lockdown!   

Rev. Elsie asked P5 what they did over Lockdown, the whole class provided excellent 
written pieces, the following are 3 of those written, to see the entire class effort please go 
to the St. Andrew website, it’s really worth a read. Thank you so much P5.     

https://www.standrewsmoffat.org        
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At the moment there isn’t a great deal going on with the 
Scouts because of Covid 19 but we are preparing for action 
once we can. 

 We have all sections of Scouting, this is our list of Sec-
tions.  We have no idea of numbers because until we can re-

turn to Scouting we will not know how many Young People we have. 

 Beaver Scouts  aged 6-8 years.  They meet at 5pm until 6pm.  Tanya Smith is 
their Leader.  Their uniform is a blue sweater.  Tanya can be contacted by 
07543186273.   

 Cubs  Scouts aged 8-10 or 11.  They meet at 6.15- 7.30pm   Carol McNay is 
their Leader.  Their uniform is a green sweater. Carol can be contacted on 
07751730951. 

 Scouts aged 11 -14    They meet from 7.40 until 9.30pm in  summer and 9 pm 
in winter.  They meet at the same time as the Explorers Scouts.  Explorers are 
aged 14-18 and along with Scouts have a much more exciting programme.  Oli-
ver Mundell is taking over Scouts and Eilidh Mather is in charge of Explor-
ers.  Oliver’s number is 07780332747.  Eilidh 07473909210. 

 Our Scout Hall is in St Ninians Road.  We have just had renovations done and 
we have a lovely kitchen (with dishwasher!) and new toilets including an ac-
cessible toilet 

 Before lockdown we had 54 on our books and we anticipate roughly the same 
amount.  We have always been a thriving Group who have enjoyed being 
Scouts. 

 I am in charge of the Group as Group Scout Leader and I am usually the first 
person to contact.  My role is to manage the Group and it is one of my greatest 
joys to be involved with the young people. 

 My contact is 07436424004 and my email for Scouting is 
moffatgsl96@gmail.com.              Pat Brown 

                           When  GOD solves our problems. 

When GOD solves our problems, we have faith in HIS abilities. 

When GOD doesn't solve our problems, HE has faith in our abilities. 

One may observe God's accuracy in the hatching of eggs…those of the 

Canary in 14 days. those of the Barnyard Hen in 21 days 

Eggs of Ducks and Geese in 28 days. 

those of the Mallard in 35 days. 

Eggs of the Parrot and the Ostrich hatch in 42 days. 

(Notice, they are all divisible by seven, the number of days in a week!) 

 

 

These are just a few points to ponder, even small adjustments can make a differ-

ence to how you feel at the end of the day. 

The benefits of fresh air and exercise are well documented for our physical and 

mental well-being. If you are working from home, make sure you do go out for a 

walk, take a break at lunchtime away from your desk and screen. 

Covid restrictions have resulted in many people feeling isolated, keep in touch with 

family, friends, and colleagues with video calls (technology is not as daunting as 

some people think).  

Stay safe everyone. 

Sandra Jerrett    www.thephysiostop.com 

The club offers a wide range of membership packages and new members 
are always welcome. Members can enjoy free play on the courts and lots 
more, including participation in club night, reduced price coaching and 

social events (COVID allowing). 

Non members are welcome to ‘pay and play’ and can book a court at a cost of £8 an 
hour or £11 an hour for a floodlit court.  

Further, the club is delighted to offer free community sessions. The free sessions are 
available on court 6 (the birdcage) on Mondays between 11am and 12 noon; on Tues-
days between 1pm and 3pm; on Fridays between 9am and 11am and on Sundays be-
tween 9am and 11am. 

We’re hoping that 2021 coaching sessions will begin on Saturday 17th April. 

Please feel free to use this email address as a point of contact. 

Lots more information is available on the club’s website - https://
clubspark.lta.org.uk/BeechgroveTennisClub  

Beechgrove Tennis Club 

mailto:moffatgsl96@gmail.com
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FBeechgroveTennisClub&data=04%7C01%7C%7C890132a1d09d4b43ad4b08d8ea490199%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637516946563626495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FBeechgroveTennisClub&data=04%7C01%7C%7C890132a1d09d4b43ad4b08d8ea490199%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637516946563626495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
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Greetings from everyone at the Kitega Centre, 

We are thankful for life and provision thus far and we do not take this 
for granted.  

What has been happening? 

We had a great end of year celebration and the Christmas packages shared 
brought hope during the Christmas and new year season. Doing relief is not our 
plan, but 2020 was a difficult year and relief was obvious, so thankful that we 
were able to raise miraculous support that blessed so many families during this 
time. We are now working on promoting livelihoods in several families, encour-
aging people to resume their small businesses and to grow some food by provid-
ing some seeds to households. 

Maize mill: 

Closure of schools and the economic uncertainties has decreased business for the 
first months of the year, however with schools reopening, the mill now has some 
few orders coming in.  We have A cassava milling machine was also added to the 
mill and this was installed too. The cassava mill can also mill several cereals 
which is a plus. 

Unlike other maize mills in the country, the VICOBA mill is working to-
wards  being certified by the Uganda Bureau of standards, the trademark will con-
firm quality and ensure that flour can access the entire market in the country... 
this is a very bureaucratic process but praying for a successful outcome. 

Post Covid 19 initiatives: 

In 2020, a grant from the British Association of Social workers facilitated several 
initiatives to address Covid 19 effects. The grant ended last year however the 
need to continue the initiatives cannot be ignored.  Since the year has just started 
and not sure about resources we are only doing what we can to encourage the lo-
cal volunteers to continue serving. However some cases require support to be 
pushed further. We recently had to pursue a legal matter that involved rape of a 
child with disability. We have several other files on the same in communities we 
serve that need to be addressed but  our lawyers and social worker can only do 
what is possible with the available resources during this time. 

Schools opening: 

Schools will be opening starting 1st March 2021. The community schools we 
support especially Katungulu will struggle. We have developed a temporary plan 
to help the school management as they resume classes and this will be headed by 
Mr James Kalule. 

We hope we will be able to encourage the children to return to school, support 
with scholastics, provide a subsidy to support tuition for struggling families, and 
provide project porridge.   

 

 

 

 

The centre reopening: 

The children want to be back to the centre, and with schools opening on 1st March 
we would like to see the centre open in March too. 

Since we are not so sure about funding this year, we want to trust that God will 
provide the resources to enable the centre to resume. 

With the current inflows from the local projects and general donations, the centre 
can only maintain a handful of children if it is to open in March, this means that 
many will have to remain home for sometime and be visited by the team once a 
week. 

The following projects have supported the centre financially to meet some of the 
needs: 

Poultry project. 

Water project at the centre. 

Maize mill ( for VICOBA initiatives) 

Centre gardens ( for functions) 

The small amounts from the above initiatives together with some regular general 
donations have helped us cover some of the costs and kept the centre serving. We 
cannot ignore the goodwill and effort of the Kitega team too. 

Umoja House: 

The Christmas fundraising and donations helped raise an extra £4000 that went to 
building base columns to support the pillars that were  hanging and at the risk of 
rusting. Umoja house will provide community space and increase working space at 
the community centre. Several people pledged pillars however Covid 19 has affect-
ed the inflow of these pledges locally. 

Farming collaboration:  

A team from the the University in Valencia is working with some local community 
farmers to study and collectively work on improving local agricultural productivity. 

VICOBA: 

The groups are meeting regularly and they continue to serve the community in dif-
ferent ways. 

The Kitega Team: 

The team is well and healthy, trying to be hopeful and sharing the same hope with 
several others in the community. 

More news and updates will be published on the website soon. www.kitegacc.org 

Thank you for being a Blessing! 

Daudi 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kitegacc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ca1f6e6eb8c0149a78d4f08d8e5a53b94%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637511845116379980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz

